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I hope you find the information in this newsletter valuable. Please feel free to call us if you have any questions or concerns.
We look forward to speaking to you soon.
Jim

Different Inflation Measures, Different Purposes
The inflation measure most often mentioned in the media is the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers
(CPI-U), which tracks the average change in prices paid by consumers over time for a fixed basket of goods and
services. In setting economic policy, however, the Federal Reserve Open Market Committee focuses on a
different measure of inflation — the Personal Consumption Expenditures (PCE) Price Index, which is based on a
broader range of expenditures and reflects changes in consumer choices. More specifically, the Fed focuses on
"core PCE," which strips out volatile food and energy categories that are less likely to respond to monetary
policy. Over the last 10 years, core PCE prices have generally run below the Fed's 2% inflation target.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2020 (data for the period September 2010 to September 2020)
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Key Retirement and Tax Numbers for 2021
Every year, the Internal Revenue Service announces
cost-of-living adjustments that affect contribution limits
for retirement plans and various tax deduction,
exclusion, exemption, and threshold amounts. Here
are a few of the key adjustments for 2021.

Estate, Gift, and Generation-Skipping
Transfer Tax
• The annual gift tax exclusion (and annual
generation-skipping transfer tax exclusion) for 2021
is $15,000, the same as in 2020.
• The gift and estate tax basic exclusion amount (and
generation-skipping transfer tax exemption) for 2021
is $11,700,000, up from $11,580,000 in 2020.

Standard Deduction
A taxpayer can generally choose to itemize certain
deductions or claim a standard deduction on the
federal income tax return. In 2021, the standard
deduction is:
• $12,550 (up from $12,400 in 2020) for single filers or
married individuals filing separate returns
• $25,100 (up from $24,800 in 2020) for married
individuals filing joint returns
• $18,800 (up from $18,650 in 2020) for heads of
households
The additional standard deduction amount for the blind
or aged (age 65 or older) in 2021 is:
• $1,700 (up from $1,650 in 2020) for single filers and
heads of households
• $1,350 (up from $1,300 in 2020) for all other filing
statuses
Special rules apply if you can be claimed as a
dependent by another taxpayer.

IRAs
The combined annual limit on contributions to
traditional and Roth IRAs is $6,000 in 2021 (the same
as in 2020), with individuals age 50 and older able to
contribute an additional $1,000. The limit on
contributions to a Roth IRA phases out for certain
modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) ranges. For
individuals who are covered by a workplace retirement
plan, the deduction for contributions to a traditional
IRA also phases out for certain MAGI ranges. (The
limit on nondeductible contributions to a traditional IRA
is not subject to phase-out based on MAGI.)

Employer Retirement Plans
• Employees who participate in 401(k), 403(b), and
most 457 plans can defer up to $19,500 in
compensation in 2021 (the same as in 2020);
employees age 50 and older can defer up to an
additional $6,500 in 2021 (the same as in 2020).
• Employees participating in a SIMPLE retirement plan
can defer up to $13,500 in 2021 (the same as in
2020), and employees age 50 and older can defer up
to an additional $3,000 in 2021 (the same as in
2020).

Kiddie Tax: Child's Unearned Income
Under the kiddie tax, a child's unearned income above
$2,200 in 2021 (the same as in 2020) is taxed using
the parents' tax rates.
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Sequence Risk: Preparing to Retire in a Down Market
"You can't time the market" is an old maxim, but you
also might say, "You can't always time retirement."
Market losses on the front end of retirement could
have an outsize effect on the income you receive from
your portfolio by reducing the assets available to
pursue growth when the market recovers. The risk of
experiencing poor investment performance at the
wrong time is called sequence risk or
sequence-of-returns risk.

Dividing Your Portfolio
One strategy that may help address sequence risk is
to divide your retirement portfolio into three different
"baskets" that could provide current income,
regardless of market conditions, and growth potential
to fund future income. Although this method differs
from the well-known "4% rule," an annual income
target around 4% of your original portfolio value might
be a reasonable starting point, with adjustments based
on changing needs, inflation, and market returns.
Basket #1: Short term (1 to 3 years of income). This
basket holds stable liquid assets such as cash and
cash alternatives that could provide income for one to
three years. Having sufficient cash reserves might
enable you to avoid selling growth-oriented
investments during a down market.
Basket #2: Mid term (5 or more years of income).
This basket — equivalent to five or more years of your
needed income — holds mostly fixed-income securities,
such as intermediate- and longer-term bonds, that
have moderate growth potential with low or moderate
volatility. It might also include some lower-risk,
income-producing equities.

The income from this basket can flow directly into
Basket #1 to keep it replenished as the cash is used
for living expenses. If necessary during a down
market, some of the securities in this basket could be
sold to replenish Basket #1.
Basket #3: Long term (future income). This basket
is the growth engine of the portfolio and holds stocks
and other investments that are typically more volatile
but have higher long-term growth potential. Investment
gains from Basket #3 can replenish both of the other
baskets. In a typical 60/40 asset allocation, you might
put 60% of your portfolio in this basket and 40%
spread between the other two baskets. Your actual
percentages will depend on your risk tolerance, time
frame, and personal situation.
With the basket strategy, it's important to start shifting
assets before you retire, at least by establishing a
cash cushion in Basket #1. There is no guarantee that
putting your nest egg in three baskets will be more
successful in the long term than other methods of
drawing down your retirement savings. But it may help
you to better visualize your portfolio structure and feel
more confident about your ability to fund retirement
expenses during a volatile market.
All investments are subject to market fluctuation, risk,
and loss of principal. Asset allocation does not
guarantee a profit or protect against investment loss.
The principal value of cash alternatives may be subject
to market fluctuations, liquidity issues, and credit risk.
Bonds redeemed prior to maturity may be worth more
or less than their original cost. Investments seeking to
achieve higher yields also involve higher risk.

Early Losses
A significant market downturn during the first two years of retirement could make a big difference in the size of a portfolio
after 10 years, compared with having the same downturn at the end of the 10-year period. Both scenarios are based on the
same returns, but in reverse order.

Assumes a $40,000 withdrawal in Year 1, with subsequent annual withdrawals increased by an inflation factor of 2%. This hypothetical example of
mathematical principles is used for illustrative purposes only and does not represent the performance of any specific investment. Fees, expenses, and
taxes are not considered and would reduce the performance shown if they were included. Actual results will vary.
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Tax Filing Information for Coronavirus Distributions
In March 2020, Congress passed the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. The
legislation included a provision that allowed qualified
retirement plan participants and IRA account holders
to take penalty-free early distributions totaling no more
than $100,000 between January 1 and December 31,
2020. If you took advantage of this measure, here's
what you need to know for tax filing.

What Is a Coronavirus Distribution?
In order for a distribution to be qualified under the
CARES Act, it must have been made to a qualifying
individual before December 31, 2020. You qualify if
you, your spouse, or dependents were diagnosed with
the virus, or if you, your spouse, or someone who
shares your principal residence experienced a
pandemic-related financial setback as a result of:
•
•
•
•
•

A quarantine, furlough, layoff, or reduced work hours
An inability to work due to lack of child care
Owning a business forced to close or reduce hours
Reduced pay or self-employment income
A rescinded job offer or delayed start date for a job

The Three-Year Rules
A key provision in the Act allows the distribution(s) to
be spread "ratably" over three years for purposes of
calculating tax payments. In other words, the total can
be reported in equal amounts on your 2020, 2021, and
2022 tax returns. For example, if you received a

$15,000 distribution, you could report $5,000 in
income for each of the three years. However, if you
prefer, you can generally report the entire distribution
in your 2020 tax filing.
Another provision allows you to repay all or a part of
your coronavirus distribution to an eligible retirement
plan within three years from the day after the date the
distribution was received. Repayments will be treated
as if you enacted a trustee-to-trustee transfer, and no
federal income taxes will be owed. (A repayment to an
IRA is not considered a rollover for purposes of the
one-rollover-per-year rule.)
If you pay your income taxes prior to repaying the
distribution, your repayment will reduce the amount of
the distribution income you report in a subsequent
year. Or instead, you may file an amended return,
depending on your specific situation.
Consider speaking with a tax professional before
making any final decisions.

How to Report Distribution Income
If you received a coronavirus distribution(s) in 2020,
you should use Form 8915-E, Qualified Disaster
Retirement Plan Distributions and Repayments, to
report the income as part of your 2020 federal income
tax filing. You can also use this form to report any
recontributed amounts.

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES
Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC
Investment advice offered through DaVinci Financial Designs, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.
Broadridge Investor Communication Solutions, Inc. does not provide investment, tax, or legal advice. The information presented here is
not specific to any individual's personal circumstances.
To the extent that this material concerns tax matters, it is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the
purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed by law. Each taxpayer should seek independent advice from a tax professional based
on his or her individual circumstances.
These materials are provided for general information and educational purposes based upon publicly available information from sources
believed to be reliable—we cannot assure the accuracy or completeness of these materials. The information in these materials may change
at any time and without notice.
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